Eight stations located in the seasonal sea ice zone north of Svalbard were investigated during 'TRANSSIZ' cruise within Arctic in Rapid Transition initiative. Nematodes were used as a key group within the meiofauna. Our study provides previously unavailable data on nematode diversity for this Arctic region during ecologically important spring to summer transition time. Phytoplankton bloom development is crucial for the Arctic marine ecosystems functioning, yet data from this time of year, particularly for the deep-sea basins north of Svalbard are still scarce. The obtained results suggest that nematode community differences are attributed to prevailing environmental conditions, ice-edge related bloomphase. Three distinct nematode assemblages were observed and were related to bloom stage.

